
Table of Contents
Silicon Web Costumers' Guild

President’s Message 3
From the Editor 3
From the Treasurer 5
From the Secretary 5
Author Acknowledgements 7

Spotlight Reviews
Heart Heroes 8

Non-profit provides superhero capes to children with heart disease 
Superheroes: Fashion and Fantasy 9

A book explores the imagery and aesthetics of the superhero 
Feature Articles

Gojira, King of the Monsters 11
Making the Godzilla costume was a monstrous undertaking 

Long John Silver's Peg Leg 16
How to construct and wear a pirate’s peg leg 

Costumed Crusaders of the Urban Jungle 20
A league of costumed crusaders patrols the streets of Seattle

Some Thoughts on Costuming for Heroes and Villains 23
A co-creator of the popular comic shows how clothes make the man 

WW II U.S. Army Officers' Insignias 27
The insignia worn by our “greatest heroes” help to tell their story 

Virtual Soapbox
Six Reasons to Play the Villain 35

A Dr. Who fan reveal why she enjoy costuming the villains
What I Love About Heroes 39

A comic book writer loves heroes with flaws that connect them to us
Short Subjects

Daguerreotypes at Harvard 41
Description 

Bela Lugosi's 'Dracula' Cape Up for Auction 41
Description 

A Book on Printing in Plastic 41
Description 

Whatzis? 42
Can you identify this puzzling picture? 

Parting Shot 42
A photo that's too good not to use 

Upcoming
Calendar of Events 43
Ongoing Events 44

The Virtual Costumer (ISSN 2153-9022) is a publication of the Silicon Web 
Costumers’ Guild (SiW), a non-profit, volunteer-run chapter of the International 
Costumers' Guild (ICG)

Copyright © 2011 Silicon Web Costumers’ Guild. This work is 
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-
No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License. Images, and 

material related to novels, movies, exhibits, or otherwise owned by others, remain 
the property of their respective copyright holders. 

The Virtual Costumer Volume 9, Issue 4 -2- November 2011
Copyright © 2011 Silicon Web Costumers’ Guild ISSN 2153-9022

About the Cover
Phoenix Jones and members of the Rain City Superhero Movement: Pitch 

Black, Purple Reign, Phoenix Jones, Nameless, Aquarius Knight, and Mist 
(“Double-Face”) at Seattle's Pike Place Market. Ghost and El Caballero are 
missing in this photo. Phoenix has added a GoPro video camera to his chest. 

According to photographer David Mark Erickson, “The idea 
came from Phoenix himself to have the crew all line up in a V 
formation. It has turned out to be a very iconic shot. I love the 
way they lined up, the various heights and body positions. It 
gives a normally static photo some energy. The lighting was 
tough as I was using the ambient light in the market, but it was 

nice and soft and gives enough depth and shadow.”

Read more about David Mark Erickson and his travels on his blog and see 
more of his photos on FaceBook and in his gallery.
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